Task 1.4
Propose evolutions for ASTRONET

The aim is to propose a permanent mechanism for Europe-wide, cross-disciplinary
consultation and coordination to carry the work of ASTRONET forward after the 4
years.

We will identify a format in which the coordinating activities established by
ASTRONET can be maintained beyond the 4-year duration of the ASTRONET
network itself. The long term goal of enhancing the total European research effort
in astronomy and astrophysics through effective coordination of planning, funds,
and human resources is ambitious and will require strong commitment by all
partners. Establishing such coordinating activities on a durable basis will be the
real measure of its success. The actual evolution of the network can take a number
of different forms, depending on the progress made by ASTRONET itself, the
commitment of the agencies or governing bodies, and the future evolution of the
research structure at the European level. This task will start when the integration of

new full participants is complete.
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e Milestones

— Ty+30: M1.2: Workshop on the future evolution of
ASTRONET

— Ty+36: M1.3: Decision on a long-term successor to
ASTRONET

e Déliverables

— Ty+36: D19: Proposal for a long-term successor to
ASTRONET
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Questions

We will identify a format in which the coordinating activities established by ASTRONET can be maintained
beyond the 4-year duration of the ASTRONET network itself.

— What kind of coordinating activities: Networking? Science vision? Infrastructure Roadmap?
Coordinated programs ?

The long term goal of enhancing the total European research effort in astronomy and astrophysics through
effective coordination of planning, funds, and human resources is ambitious and will require strong
commitment by all partners. Establishing such coordinating activities on a durable basis will be the real
measure of its success. The actual evolution of the network can take a number of different forms,

—  We can explore the different forms, but this means defining the structure before knowing its aims...
— Report at the next Board meeting

depending on the progress made by ASTRONET itself, the commitment of the agencies or governing bodies,
and the future evolution of the research structure at the European level. This task will start when the

integration of new full participants is complete.

— Setup a working group when the list of ASTRONET partners is reasonably
representative (Board decision). Level of participation: contractor, associate; Forum
member?
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